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RICH HISTORY ON DISPLAY AT SCHOOL'S HERITAGE CENTER
Academy of the Holy Names facility commemorates school and nun's order.
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Document Text

Two Catholic nuns came from Quebec to Tampa 135
years ago to open a school for 35 children.

Today, the Academy of the Holy Names serves more
than 900 Tampa Bay area students from Pre-K through
high school.

Inside its doors students and visitors can find a recently
renovated corridor and four galleries that
commemorate the school's historic journey from a room
in a blacksmith shop to today's 19-acre campus on
Bayshore Boulevard.

The Holy Names Heritage Center, which opened in
October, contains photos, memorabilia and artifacts
that trace the history of the school and the nuns' order,
the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.

"It really touches my heart," says Sister Mariellen
Blaser, the school's archivist and one of about a half-
dozen nuns that still work at the school. "l had no idea what their school life had been like."

Sister Mariellen works daily in a small room surrounded by photos and other artifacts she is cataloging for future display
at the Heritage Center.

Among them is a written log, in essence a diary, of daily activities at the school since its founding in 1881. Originally
written in French, it has been translated and some pages are displayed in the center.

"The sisters have been an important part of the story of Catholic education in Tampa," says Sharon West, who helped
direct the committee that chose the artifacts for the center. Many items were donated by alumnae.

"We wanted to highlight the sisters and their stories, to expose people to the sisters' core values," she explains.

Those values, commemorated in a series of stained glass windows at the entrance to each gallery, range from "full
development of the human person," particularly through the arts and music, to serving "people who are poor or
marginalized."

The galleries also feature the now-closed Sacred Heart Academy, a collection of school uniforms and related
memorabilia, and the histories of founding sisters, Sister Mary Augustine and Sister Mary Maurice, as well as other
individual sisters who dedicated their lives to Catholic education in Tampa.

One gallery even has an iPad where visitors and students can record their own memories and stories of the school and
its sisters.

"Our sisters are thrilled with the Heritage Center. They would never have done this for themselves. The center is
keeping their history alive," says Academy President and CEO Art Raimo.

In addition to the Heritage Center and a recently constructed parking garage for high school students, the school's
master plan calls for new a center for the performing arts and major renovations to the Bayshore campus including
updated technology labs, expansions to the library and both elementary and high school facilities.
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The Holy Names Heritage Center is open to the public by appointment when the school is in session. Interested visitors
should contact Sister Mariellen at (813) 839-5371, Ext. 308. More information about the school and its history can also
be viewed on the school's website, holynamestpa.org.

Contact Sheila Mullane Estrada at hillsnews@tampabay.com.
Historical highlights

- Only three years after opening the Academy, the sisters founded St. Peter Claver school for the city's black children.
When the first school was destroyed by an arsonist, the nuns rebuilt. It is still open today.

- In 1996, the sisters established the St. Ignatius School for Port Tampa families and a west Tampa campus of the
Academy of the Holy Names in Ybor City for children of Cuban immigrants.

- The Academy's current campus opened its doors in 1929.

- The sisters continued to open schools in Tampa: Sacred Heart Academy in 1931, St. Cecelia School in 1948, and a
boys' academy in 1962.

- In 1982, the founder of the order, Mother Marie-Rose Durocher, was beatified by Pope John Paul Il.
- In 1994, the Academy was designated a "Blue Ribbon School" by the U.S. Department of Education.
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Caption: PHOTO - SHEILA MULLANE ESTRADA - Special to the Times: Academy of the Holy Names President and
CEO Art Raimo studies historical photos and chronology of the founding of Tampa's Academy of the Holy Names in the
school's new Heritage Center. PHOTO - SHEILA MULLANE ESTRADA - Special to the Times: High School students
(from left) Bailey Gray, 15, Madison Troy, 16, and Isabel Laboy, 15, examine a collection of historical school uniforms in
the new Heritage Center at the Academy of the Holy Names in Tampa. PHOTO - SHEILA MULLANE ESTRADA -
Special to the Times: Archivist Sister Mariellen Blaser examines old photos taken of students and faculty at the
Academy of the Holy Names in Tampa.
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Abstract (Document Summary)

"It really touches my heart," says Sister Mariellen Blaser, the school's archivist and one of about a half-dozen nuns that
still work at the school. "I had no idea what their school life had been like."

PHOTO - [Sheila Mullane Estrada] - Special to the Times: Academy of the Holy Names President and CEO Art Raimo
studies historical photos and chronology of the founding of Tampa's Academy of the Holy Names in the school's new
Heritage Center. PHOTO - SHEILA MULLANE ESTRADA - Special to the Times: High School students (from left) Bailey
Gray, 15, Madison Troy, 16, and Isabel Laboy, 15, examine a collection of historical school uniforms in the new Heritage
Center at the Academy of the Holy Names in Tampa. PHOTO - SHEILA MULLANE ESTRADA - Special to the Times:
Archivist Sister Mariellen Blaser examines old photos taken of students and faculty at the Academy of the Holy Names
in Tampa.
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